NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

May 5, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Terry Spencer, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
OLD BUSINESS

Appraisal Update and Rate Proposal

Jeff Birk, with BGBC Partners, reports that he and Jim Lasiter will be meeting with Jeff Henson with Indiana American Water next week to go over the appraisal reports. Birk adds that Indiana American has a 38% rate increase pending before the IURC – Birk estimates they will get 20 – 25%.  When the rate increase is approved we will need to file a Tracker to pass the new rates through to our residents.

Jeff Henson did attempt to notify both Jeff Birk and Attorney Robbins before the news release was printed to tell them of the proposed rate increase.  Birk states he will wait to present the water rate ordinance until after the meeting with Jeff Henson.

Storm Water Rate Study

Birk presents the rate study report.  He is recommending a $0.50 / month increase on all residential users.  Our current annual rate is $20.00 / year and the proposed rate increase would raise that to $26.00 / year.  Our rates are still lower that the surrounding communities.  The new rate ordinance discontinues the Capital Improvement (hook-on) Fee.  Residents will pay a user fee but no hook on fee.  PW Supt. Lasiter predicts that in 10 years the budget for the Storm Water Utility will be as large at the Wastewater budget because of all the regulations that keep being added by IDEM.  Jeff Birk recommends passing a partial rate increase for water and the storm water rate increase now and then passing a Tracker if Indiana American gets approval for their rate increase.  Jeff Birk and Lee Robbins will prepare the rate ordinances and schedule the public hearing.  Rates would go into effect July 1, 2009.
Leaf Collection

PW Supt Lasiter was unable to find any demo machines or used / refurbished ones on the internet. Council approves a complete refurbish of the existing machine at a cost of $23,755.  This piece of equipment has run for 16 years and may last up to 10 more years if refurbished.  Lasiter states the machine that he looked at last year with Best Equipment is still available – it is a new machine built in December 2008 and is priced at $36,115.  Lasiter would like to repair the existing machine and purchase a new one to have 2 crews working in different parts of town at the same time.  Lasiter will use 2 part-time summer employees along with 2 full time employees to run the leaf program this year.
Council authorizes Lasiter to refurbish one machine and to purchase a 2nd machine – total cost is estimated at $60,000.  The new machine should have a 15 – 18 year life expectancy.
Fire Department Expansion

Attorney Robbins reports that the bank accepted an offer that was made prior to our last meeting.  The house is no longer available. 
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Proctor Park

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks everyone who helped with the Proctor Park fundraiser on Saturday. Preliminary totals from the event are $15, 500 - $16,000 which will be used to complete the sidewalks.

Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that he will be on vacation May 7th – May 10th and Sgt. Glaze will be in charge during his absence.  Stephenson was elected Recorder for the 911 Committee and is asking permission from the council to serve in that capacity.  Councilman Alspach asks about the required time commitment.  Stephenson states minimal – he will prepare agendas and minutes for the committee.  Council approves.

Council President Perrin asks all Department Heads to notify council members by e-mail when they are planning to be out of the office.  This is not an approval process merely information sharing.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states they are one month from completing the Firefighter I & II classes.  They will be spending 2 days off site at other facilities doing part of the required training.  Greenwood’s Fire Department will be manning our station both days.  Hedrick asks permission to provide box lunches for the 2 training days and has funds available in his budget.  Council approves.
Hedrick would like to schedule a graduation ceremony for the Firefighter Class and requests that as many council members as possible attend.  Ceremony will probably take place in July.

Hedrick reminds council that he needs their completed surveys.

NEW BUSINESS
MPO Letter

President Perrin states that he received a letter from the MPO advising that they have authorized a travel survey of the donut counties surrounding Indianapolis.  They anticipate 9,000 phone calls being made.  Perrin wants council members to be aware in case they get any questions from residents who may receive one of the calls.

Plan Commission

Councilman Spencer states that at the last Plan Commission meeting it was reported that a developer was inquiring about the 8 acres on the north side of the access road in front of Country Gate for a possible medical building.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Resolution 2009-04
Attorney Robbins presents the resolution amending Policy & Procedure Bulletin #21 regarding bereavement leave. The proposed amendment moves all grandparents and grandchildren from one (1) day bereavement leave to three (3) days.  Member Noonan moves to approve Resolution 2009-04 and is seconded by Member Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.
Ordinance 2101
Attorney Robbins presents the ordinance to authorize the NWPD to perform drug testing and establishing a $50 processing fee for all testing.  The ordinance also creates a special fund in which these fees are to be deposited.  These monies can only be used for drug testing supplies and equipment, training or education.  All drug testing will be secondary and incidental to the department’s regular police duties.  Councilman Harris moves to adopt on first reading and is seconded by Councilman Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

None.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________


Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    
Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

