NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

April 21, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Terry Spencer, Joe Noonan and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Heads Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick, Ed Stephenson and Office Manager Cindy Yates. Member Harris arrived at 7:10 p.m.  Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

Mrs. Stephen Page is granted an extension.  Payment of $156.58 will be made on May 4th.
Matthew Kratz is granted an extension.  Payment of $127.58 will be made on April 28th.

Ms. Michelle Daniels is granted an extension.  Payment of $133.72 will be made on May 1st and the Pleasant Township Trustee will be paying the balance of $23.34.

Wedding Request at Proctor Park
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that she was approached and asked if a wedding could take place in Proctor Park.  Cassie Proctor, daughter of the last Joe Proctor is present and asks if she could be married in Proctor Park on Wednesday evening July 15th.  Councilman Alspach asks where would wedding attendees park?  Beth Stinson states attendees will park at the soccer fields and be shuttled to the park.  Park will remain open to the public and parking will be available for park patrons.  Councilman Alspach asks what their plans are if they have a weather problem.  Stinson says they are looking at renting the town hall as a back up.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states the room is occupied by the brownies on Wednesday evenings.  Fire Chief Hedrick offers to let the brownies use the fire station if need be.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach advises that they should decide quickly so that we can approach the brownies to see if they would be willing to move if need be.
OLD BUSINESS

Leaf Collection

PW Supt Lasiter presents the cost information on repairing / refurbishing the leaf vac.  Cost to replace damaged parts is $19,500 and for a complete refurbish the cost is $23,800.  This piece of equipment has run for 16 years and may last up to 10 more years if refurbished.  Member Harris asks what a new machine would cost.  Lasiter states $46,000 new but we could possibly get a better price if a demo machine were available.  Harris asks if money is available for either refurbish or replacement.  Lasiter states only by using the funds budgeted for street repair.  Member Perrin asks Lasiter to research refurbished or demo machines and get cost information.  If program is discontinued residents would either need to mulch leaves in their yards, bag and dispose of leaves with other trash or take leaves to the plant for composting.  
Policy & Procedure Bulletin #21

President Perrin asks if the council has reviewed the bereavement leave policy. Council directs Attorney Robbins to move the grandparents and grandparent-in-laws as well as grandchildren from one (1) day bereavement leave to three (3) days.  Council further states that all requests not covered under this policy will be considered on a case by case basis.  Marshal Stephenson asks if Department Heads have the authority to review and grant or deny special exception requests.  Attorney Robbins states we need to be consistent in all departments.  Department Head will need to get approval of the individual council members to authorize any exceptions.  The approval must then be noted in the minutes of the next council meeting.
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Fire Department

Chief Hedrick distributes a report with 2 options.  Option #1is an expansion project at the Fire Station and Option #2 is the purchase an adjoining property with a house that could be converted into office and training space.  Hedrick states that Option #2 appears to be the most cost effective and would require minimal renovation – new HVAC, paint and flooring in the living room.  Hedrick has money in his budget to cover the renovation expenses.  Clerk-Treasurer reports that the town cannot purchase a house with a 20 year mortgage.  She has spoken with SBOA and we can not borrow money for a term longer than 5 years without a bond issue. House could be purchased with Cum Fire Funds but we need to file for an Additional Appropriation which will take a little time but is doable.  PW Supt. Lasiter states Sanitation could loan the town the money until the Additional Appropriation is approved.  Attorney Robbins states loan would have to be paid back within the year.  Lasiter adds that his department could use the 2 car garage for storage so he could split the cost of the property with the Fire Department if they and the council would be willing to do so. Member Spencer moves to allow Attorney Robbins to present a conditional offer of $50,000 to the bank with a 30 day window to obtain financing and make sure we are in compliance with all regulations concerning the purchase of property by a government entity.  Motion is seconded by Member Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.
Police Department
Marshal Stephenson thanks Jim Lasiter and all of the Public Works employees for the wonderful work they did in building the lab at the PD.  Stephenson has completed the schooling and is asking the Council to establish a $50 fee to be passed on to the defendants when they have to test any marijuana confiscated in an arrest.  Stephenson asks that the fees be placed in a fund that can only be used for drug testing supplies and/or drug education.  Stephenson asks if they could be permitted to test marijuana for Whiteland or other small agencies in an emergency – only instances when a court date is approaching and they need the results quickly.  They would not be offering this service to other departments except under these circumstances.  Council approves and directs Attorney Robbins to prepare the necessary ordinance.

NEW BUSINESS
Community Garden

PW Supt. Lasiter recommends considering using the 1.5 acres in front of the soccer field on Tracy Road for a Community Garden.  Greenwood has a program that has been quite successful and copies of that information have been included in your packet for your review.  Greenwood charges $30 for a 20’ x 20’ plot.  We would need to have the ground prepared and marked off into plots and we need to run a water line under the road and set a meter to provide water for the gardens.  Council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to contact the Daily Journal to run a story and see what kind of interest or response we get from the residents.  If there is enough interest we could offer this service next year.

Permits for Public Assemblies
Marshal Stephenson asks the Council to consider a no cost permit process for any event being held on public property that would involve a large number of people (in excess of 50 or 100).  This would be an informational process to allow for adequate public safety coverage during the event.  Council directs Stephenson to look for a sample ordinance for them to review.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

None

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

William Faulkner, 639 Saraina states that he has received some suspect phone calls that may be a part of an ongoing scam.  Automated call states the United States Department of Health for the Elderly is calling with a medical emergency.  Faulkner has reported these incidents to the phone company, has paid to have the most recent call traced and has reported the calls to the New Whiteland Police 
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Department.  Faulkner praises the professionalism of Officer Donica.  Faulkner is concerned for elderly residents who might be taken advantage of by this scam.  Councilman Perrin suggests that Faulkner contact the Journal so that they can do a public service announcement to warn residents.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________


Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    
Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

