NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

December 15, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.    Councilman Harris offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the December 1st meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative. 
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana American Purchase Agreement
Attorney Robbins states he spoke with Jerry Knoop today.  He was supposed to receive a revised purchase agreement today but had not received it when he left the office this evening.  Attorney Robbins will forward copies to all council members when he does receive it.
BZA Appointment

Councilman Scott Alspach states that Maribeth spoke with Todd Clayton and he would prefer to be appointed to the BZA.   Member Noonan moves to appoint Clayton to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Motion is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.  

Website Email

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states councilmen Alspach, Noonan, Perrin and Harris’ email addresses will be added to the website tomorrow.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes retrieval information for accessing the new email accounts to all council members.  Alspach also reports that the spam filter discussed at the last meeting has been ordered.  Member Spencer states that he will have computer access soon and will notify Clerk-Treasurer Alspach of his email address as soon as it is available. 

Thank You Cards
Clerk-Treasurer shares two thank you cards. The first from the Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County for the food donations from the New Whiteland residents collected in October.  “In October the Food Pantry gave a 3 day supply of food to 717 families, which was 2,759 people. Thank you for helping to feed our needy.”  The second from Councilman Joe Noonan for the flowers sent following his surgery.

Town Administration

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that part-time employee Connie Adams will be leaving at the end of the year.  She has been a great asset to the office the last two years and will be greatly missed.

Kerry Fleming with State Board of Accounts will be moving his temporary office to the new Franklin Police Department in January.  He asked that she send his sincere appreciation for the use of the office space in our building for the last several months.

Alspach reminds the council that she will prepare a final docket and transfer ordinance on December 31, 2009.  She will leave them both in the mail room and will need the councilmen to stop by the office to sign them on the 31st.
Fire Department
Chief Hedrick would like permission to proceed with the 60 day trial period for the Iamresponding.com software.  If it works as advertised he will purchase it with money budgeted in 
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his 2010 budget.  Council approves.  President Perrin asks that Chief Hedrick and Stephenson present status reports on the software at the January 19, 2010 meeting.  Chief Hedrick explains that Owen’s Communications is unable to reprogram the console for the paging system until after the first of the year.  The pager issue should be resolved by mid January.

NEW BUSINESS
Police Department
Marshal Stephenson reports that he will be on vacation until December 28th.  He adds that they have purchased the cellular phone forensic software package and have already used it.  
Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states that Santa will be making his route through town Saturday, December 19th starting at 5:30 p.m.  Hedrick adds that the Fire Department was contacted by Dollar General Store with a donation of several toys.  The Fire Department contacted Grace Assembly and the toys are being divided between several single mothers.
Public Works
PW Supt Lasiter reports that he has had complaints on parking congestion at a day care at the end of Rypma.  The neighbors are asking that one side of the street be made “no parking”.  Neighbors claim there are 20 children in the home and when cars are parked on both sides of the street other homeowners cannot get through to get to their homes.  The home is the last house on Rypma and the owner states that they are a licensed day care so we cannot address them under our zoning ordinance as they are governed by the State.  Fire Chief Hedrick will follow up on this to verify that this is a licensed day care, the fire department keeps a list of all of the licensed day cares in New Whiteland in case of emergency runs.  He is concerned if there really are 20 children in a house that size.  The council directs the Police Department to address the parking in that neighborhood to make sure traffic is in no way impeded.
Whit’s Inn

Marshal Stephenson states that Whit’s Inn has added gravel parking on the side of the building.  He is not sure if a building permit was obtained for that work or not.  Zoning Secretary Yates will notify Zoning Administrator Guyer.
Councilman Harris leaves at 7:25 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2119
Attorney Robbins reads and explains the ordinance to prohibit parking on Tracy and Sawmill Roads on first reading. Motion to adopt by Councilman Noonan with second by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.  
Ordinance 2120
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance in title only on final reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 4 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2121

Attorney Robbins presents a draft ordinance for discussion that would amend the Zoning Ordinance to adopt language authorizing the Police Department to enforce sections of the zoning ordinance as 
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nuisances under the town code and the ordinance violations bureau.  This ordinance must first be presented to and passed by the Plan Commission.  Council directs Attorney Robbins to present the ordinance at the January Plan Commission meeting.
Additional Appropriation Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities.  Member Noonan moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

