NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

December 1, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Don Harris and Terry Spencer.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.    Councilman Spencer offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the November 17th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Spencer.  Vote 4 affirmative. Councilman Harris abstains.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana American Purchase Agreement
Attorney Robbins stares he is still waiting on a response from the attorney for Indiana American.  While they all seem to agree verbally, Robbins would strongly caution the town against accepting any document without the written revisions having been made.  

Parking Restrictions
Marshal Stephenson states that he has met with Chief Hedrick and Public Works Supt. Lasiter. Their

recommendation at this time is to do nothing on the interior streets and to prohibit all street parking on Tracy Road, Sawmill Road and Whiteland Road.   Marshal Stephenson further states that there are parking standards and recommended street widths available that could be used by the Plan Commission for future development.  We may want to consider limiting parking to one side of the street in future subdivisions.  PW Supt. Lasiter states No Parking signs will run approximately $38 each and we will need 15 – 20 signs.  Lasiter explains that he has some money set aside to replace some signs in town as part of a federal mandate taking effect in 2018 requiring all signage to be replaced with reflective, larger lettered signs.  As this will be a huge, unfunded expense, Lasiter will begin doing sections of town each year to be in compliance by 2018.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach offers to cover the expense of the parking signs from her budget.  Attorney Robbins will prepare an ordinance for council consideration for the December 15th meeting.  Once the ordinance is adopted it will need to be advertised.  Letters will be mailed to all affected property owners notifying them of the new parking restrictions.
Fire Department Expansion Project Update
Chief Hedrick states that he received an email from FEMA stating it will be 90 – 120 days before a decision is made as to whether or not an environmental study will be required for this project.  Bid packets will not be released until that decision is made.

Best Way

Councilman Harris states that one side of Lynwood was missed last Friday, however Best Way was out on Monday to pick up all of the missed houses.

Leaf Pickup

Councilman Spencer asks if the program is finished for this year.  PW Supt. Lasiter states this Friday, December 4th will be the final day for leaf pickup.

Light Pole – Ball Diamond

PW Supt. Lasiter states he contacted Duke Energy for quotes to remove the rotted pole at the Ball Diamond in the East Park and to put in a new one.  He has not gotten a quote for the new pole but they did offer to remove the old one when they are working in this area at no cost.
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NEW BUSINESS
Paging System Request

Chief Hedrick explains that he has been working with Owen’s Communications to correct the problems they are having with the paging system at the Fire Station.  He presents the quote to reroute the paging system to the Johnson County Sheriff’s Department.  Council approves.

Hedrick presents two quotes for website software that would allow dispatch to know who is responding when the pagers are sounded.  This way dispatch as well as the firefighters on station would be able to see via the computer who is enroute to the fire station.  Hedrick has funding available in his maintenance budget and will do more research then report back to the council in a month or so.

BZA & PC Appointments

Councilman Scott Alspach states that Cindy received a letter from Todd Clayton asking to be appointed to the BZA.  However in reviewing his letter he may be interested in the Plan Commission.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will contact Clayton and report back to the council at the December 15th meeting.  Councilman Alspach presents a letter asking that he be reappointed to another 4 year term on the Plan Commission.  His current term expires December 31, 2009.  Member Spencer moves to reappoint Alspach to the Plan Commission. Motion is seconded by Member Noonan. Vote 4 affirmative.  Councilman Alspach abstains.

2010 Vacation Schedule

Councilman Noonan presents the State’s 2010 Vacation Schedule for approval for the town’s employees.  Motion to approve by Member Noonan with second by Member Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.

Website Email

Council President Perrin states he discussed better accessibility for the public with Clerk-Treasurer Alspach.  Since that conversation, she has added her email address to the website.  It is possible for the council members to have email addresses on the website so that citizens could contact them as well.  Perrin is interested in doing this and wonders if anyone else would be.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach will research security issues and a spam filter and report back at the next meeting.  Members Noonan, Harris and Alspach are all interested.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Resolution 2009-07
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the resolution to declare certain funds dormant in its entirety and explains. Motion to adopt by Councilman Harris with second by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Ordinance 2118

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Spencer to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

Councilman Harris moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 5 affirmative.  

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on final reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Spencer.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

Additional Appropriation Memo

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities.  Member Noonan moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 5 affirmative.
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Council President Perrin thanks Police Officer Joe Rynerson for the work he does.  Rynerson was mentioned in the Hearts section of the Daily Journal this week for helping a family with an ongoing harassment issue.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Chip Sturgeon, 652 Saraina Lane wants to know what is being done about the house at 809 Sawmill.  The person living there drives a truck across the sidewalk dragging mud into the street – the yard and property are beginning to look very bad.  The Police Department will check the property.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

