NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

November 3, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer and Don Harris.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter, Brian Hedrick and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Spencer moves to approve the minutes of the October 20th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Harris.  Vote 5 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana American Purchase Agreement

Attorney Robbins states that he received the revised purchase agreement but is not satisfied with the new language.  He has made revisions and will send it back tomorrow.  Councilman Harris asks if the agreement language cannot be resolved would we back out of the deal.  Attorney Robbins states that would be a council decision but he would not recommend accepting the agreement as written for all of the reasons previously discussed. 
Parking Restrictions
Councilman Alspach states that at a previous meeting President Perrin recommended prohibiting parking on Tracy, Whiteland and Sawmill Roads.  Alspach suggests directing Attorney Robbins to draft legislation for the council to consider.  Discussion ensues and the following recommendations are made:  prohibit parking to one side of Sweetbriar; the side without fire hydrants, only address no parking on Tracy Road from US 31 to Sawmill Road,  and only prohibit parking on the north side of Whiteland Road.  Council asks Ed Stephenson, Brian Hedrick and Jim Lasiter to identify main thoroughfares within town that should be made single side parking as well.  PW Supt will also research cost of necessary signage if changes are made.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that they had 1,034 Trick-or-Treaters at the Police Station this year.  He also congratulates Corporal Kenny Polley who won this year’s Annual Inspection.

NEW BUSINESS
Cross Connection Control Ordinance for Water Utility
PW Supt. Lasiter states that this ordinance has been required since 1974.  We have a program requiring backflow prevention and in researching old documents found a sample ordinance that was never executed.  Attorney Robbins has prepared an ordinance for consideration in tonight’s legislative business.

Fire Department

Chief Hedrick states they are waiting for a Prevailing Wage Hearing and then they will be able to put the Fire Station Expansion Project out for bids.  Hedrick is also waiting to hear from FEMA on whether an Environmental Study will be required.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states the NIXLE software has been installed and is up and running.  Residents can log onto NIXLE.com and see updates and messages that the Police Department sends out.  Stephenson will train the Clerk-Treasurer’s office on the software so that they can post messages also.
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Stormwater Utility

PW Supt. Lasiter states that he is working with Wessler & Associates on an MS4 audit study and has a Not to Exceed quote for $4,000.00.

He would also like to spend an additional $4,000.00 to address some drainage problems in Hilltop Farms and Raintree.  Both of these items are covered in an Additional Appropriation Memo that will be presented in legislative business later this evening.  We have money in Stormwater; we just didn’t appropriate enough money to cover these expenses.

Leaf Machine

Councilman Harris asks if the leaf machine has been repaired.  PW Supt. Lasiter states that they had bypassed the switch and had the machine working again within 2 hours.  The new switch will be here on Friday.  We picked up leaves all day yesterday and today, having 2 machines and 2 crews has worked out great.
Disconnect Holiday Schedule

PW Supt. Lasiter explains that disconnect day falls the day before Thanksgiving and the day before Christmas Eve this year.  Lasiter asks if we can delay reminders 1 day and deliver reminders on the day before Thanksgiving and the day before Christmas Eve and then do disconnects on the Monday after the holidays.  Motion by Councilman Harris to postpone disconnects to November 30th and December 28th.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 5 affirmative.
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2115
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Noonan to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  
Councilman Alspach moves to suspend the rules and consider the ordinance on final reading tonight.  Motion is seconded by Councilman Harris. Vote 5 affirmative.  
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on final reading.  Motion by Member Harris to adopt with second by Member Alspach.  Vote 5 affirmative.  

Ordinance 2116

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the 2010 salary ordinance on first reading.  Motion to adopt by Member Spencer with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the November 17th agenda.

Ordinance 2117

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the ordinance prescribing rules and regulations to protect the town’s public water supply from backflow contamination on first reading.  Motion to adopt by Councilman Alspach with second by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 5 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the November 17th agenda.

Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities.  Member Harris moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Spencer. Vote 5 affirmative.

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach thanks Cindy Yates for attending the council meeting and taking the minutes in her absence on November 20th.   Alspach also notes that we did receive the 2009 Spring Tax 

Settlement and the repayment of the temporary loan from the sanitation utility was made on tonight’s docket.
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Council President Perrin introduces Cheryl Morphew, Director of Johnson County Economic Development and thanks her for her interest in and representation of New Whiteland.  Perrin explains that Ms. Morphew has a potential client who has expressed an interest in the Lee’s RV property.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

David Mallasch, 816 Hickory Pine asks if the speed limit in Country Gate could be lowered to 25 mph.  Councilman Alspach explains that the State required that the minimum speed limit be raised to 30 mph a few years back.  To have multiple speed limits in town would be confusing for residents and difficult for the police officers.  It would also be an expense to change speed limit signs that we don’t have money for in our budget.  Attorney Robbins notes that the State has since lowered the minimum speed limit in residential areas to 25 mph which does not require us to change ours from 30 to 25.  Mallasch asks the cost of the signs and suggests that the Homeowner’s Association might be willing to pay for them.
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

