NEW WHITELAND TOWN COUNCIL

October 6, 2009
MEETING MINUTES

Town Council President John Perrin opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the American flag. Council members present were John Perrin, Joe Noonan, and Scott Alspach.  Also present were Attorney Lee Robbins, Clerk-Treasurer Maribeth Alspach, and Department Heads Ed Stephenson, Jim Lasiter and Office Manager Cindy Yates.  Councilmen Don Harris and Terry Spencer along with Fire Chief Brian Hedrick were absent.  Councilman Alspach offered the opening prayer.  

MINUTES

Councilman Noonan moves to approve the minutes of the September 15th meeting and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.
HARDSHIPS / ADJUSTMENTS

None.
2010 BUDGET HEARING
President Perrin opens the hearing at 7:03 p.m.  Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that no changes have been made since the budget was passed on first reading at the September 15th meeting. She asks if there are any questions or revisions that need to be addressed or made.  Being none she presents the proposed 2010 budget as follows:


General Fund


$ 1,581,696


Local Road & Street

$       92,225


Motor Vehicle Highway

$     202,661


Cumulative Fire Spec

$       20,000


Rainy Day Fund

$       96,185

Councilman Noonan moves to adopt the 2010 budget on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Alspach. Vote 3 affirmative.  
Member Alspach moves to close the 2010 Budget Hearing and is seconded by Member Noonan. Vote 3 affirmative.  Hearing is closed at 7:06 p.m. 
OLD BUSINESS

Fire Department Grant Award

Clerk-Treasurer Alspach states that Fire Chief Hedrick is working tonight and unable to be here.  She asks that the council consider waiving all permit and inspection fees for the fire station project now that Chief Hedrick has been notified of the approval of the $510,000 grant for the Fire Station Expansion Project.  Councilman Alspach moves to waive all fees related to this project and is seconded by Councilman Noonan. Vote 3 affirmative.

Rotary Press Project Bids

PW Supt Lasiter presents a report from Triad Engineers along with his recommendation that the town purchase the rotary press equipment from Fournier Industries, Inc.  Councilman Alspach moves to approve purchase from Fournier Industries and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.
Indiana American Purchase Agreement

Attorney Robbins states that he received a phone call from Jerry Knoop with Indiana American stating that their legal counsel has been out of the office.  Mr. Knoop has assured our attorney that the language that we are concerned about can be modified.  Indiana American is aware of the possibility of our pipes having asbestos and that the old water tower could have lead paint.  However the agreement could not be re-drafted prior to tonight’s meeting.  Attorney Robbins is very concerned about the language and will monitor it closely; unless it is removed or changed significantly his recommendation will not change.  
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President Perrin thanks Attorney Robbins for his diligence on the town’s behalf in this matter.  This could have proven quite costly to the town had Attorney Robbins not researched the agreement carefully and found this language and brought it to the council’s attention.
NEW BUSINESS
Ordinance Book Conversion Request
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach distributes information from Sunshine Publishing, Inc.  This company takes a municipalities ordinance books and organizes all of their ordinances and then puts them on a CD.  They have stopped in two or three times and would like to give a demonstration to either the council or the department heads.  The council is not interested – our ordinances are on Laserfiche and can be accessed that way or by looking in the ordinance books.

Basketball Court Overlays
PW Supt. Lasiter states Gredy Brothers had planned to start the work today but were delayed due to the rain.  Lasiter presents quotes for painting and striping the courts when Gredy Brothers has finished the repair and overlay.  After some discussion Councilman Alspach moves to accept the quote from Otto’s Parking Marking to resurface, paint and strip for $5,750.00.  Councilman Noonan seconds the motion. Vote 3 affirmative.
Vegetable/Fruit Stand on Tracy Road

Councilman Alspach asks if the home on Tracy Road has a Home Occupation Variance for running the produce market in his front yard.  He obviously brings the produce in from somewhere else to sell it and it creates quite a traffic hazard on a highly traveled road.  He has expanded his business significantly in the last year or so.  PC Secretary Yates says he does not have a variance and Marshal Stephenson says they have already had one accident at that location this year.  Attorney Robbins states he is clearly in violation of the zoning ordinance.  Council directs Clerk-Treasurer Alspach to send resident a letter advising him that he must close his business by the end of the month and cannot reopen next year without a Home Occupation Variance.

Marshal Stephenson recommends that the council consider prohibiting any street parking on Tracy Road.  President Perrin suggests that they consider prohibiting street parking on Whiteland Road and Sawmill Road also.
Police Department

Marshal Stephenson states that the hours for trick-or-treating will be Saturday, October 31st from 6 – 9 p.m.  The Police Department will be hosting the Halloween candy giveaway as in years past and are accepting candy donations.  
Marshal Stephenson thanks PW Supt Lasiter and his employees for all of the hard work they have done at the police department creating a storage area and doing various remodeling work.  Jim has a great team of men who are greatly appreciated.

Potential Buyer for CP Morgan Commercial Property

PW Supt Lasiter states he had a call today inquiring about the commercial property on the north side in front of Country Gate for a medical facility.

President Perrin states that he also heard that Lee’s RV may have been sold to another RV dealer.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

Ordinance 2104

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the ordinance amending the zoning ordinance.  This will clarify some of the language regarding temporary and portable signs in Section 7-1406.  This has been approved by the Plan Commission and has been sent to the council with their favorable recommendation.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2104 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.
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Ordinance 2105

Attorney Robbins reads the revised ordinance on final reading.  This ordinance allows for three heights of grass, weeds and vegetation depending on the zoning of the area ranging from 12” to 30”.   Councilman Alspach moves to adopt the ordinance on final reading and is seconded by Councilman Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.  
Ordinance 2113

Attorney Robbins reads and explains the ordinance amending the zoning ordinance.  This will clarify some of the language regarding advertising signage on abandoned businesses.   90 days after business stops all signs must be removed.  This has been approved by the Plan Commission and has been sent to the council with their favorable recommendation.  Councilman Noonan moves to adopt Ordinance 2113 and is seconded by Councilman Alspach.  Vote 3 affirmative.

Ordinance 2114
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach reads the transfer ordinance on first reading.  Motion by Member Alspach to adopt with second by Member Noonan.  Vote 3 affirmative.  This item will be placed on the October 20th agenda.
Additional Appropriation Memo
Clerk-Treasurer Alspach presents an Additional Appropriation Memo for the Water and Sanitation Utilities.  Member Noonan moves to approve the additional appropriations and is seconded by Member Alspach. Vote 3 affirmative.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



____________________________



Maribeth Alspach, Clerk- Treasurer


    

Approved: _____________________________


     John Perrin, President

