Proctor Memorial Park
Honoring Our Heroes Ride
Committee Meeting

February 22, 2012
Maribeth Alspach opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed everyone.  There were eleven people in attendance.  Those attending included:
Donnie & Susan Taylor representing A.B.A.T.E.

Tom Bland, Rusty Martin and Scott Henson representing the Eagle Riders.

Steve Beauprez representing the Whiteland VFW.

Frank & Rose Vaughn, Julie Bascom and Scott & Maribeth Alspach.

Mike Venne of the Patriot Guard was unable to attend.

The purpose of this meeting is to determine if one final Ride for Proctor Park is an obtainable objective.  The Ride would be to honor all of our heroes, demonstrate our gratitude and support for all who have or are currently serving in our military, recognize and honor the Patriot Guard for all that they do for the families of our fallen heroes and support our local VFW.
Proceeds of this Ride would benefit both Proctor Park and the Whiteland VFW.  
After much discussion everyone present is in favor of putting together a Ride for 2012.

A tentative date of June 23, 2012 is selected.

The Eagle Riders will create the route which will be somewhat similar to the 2009 Ride.

Tom Bland is contacting the Harley dealerships to see if they would be willing to host us again this year.  This will be a “dry” Ride with no stops involving alcohol on the route until we reach our final stop at the VFW.

Scott Alspach is contacting the Indiana State Police to request a motorcycle escort for this event.

Steve Beauprez will put together a menu and provide a per person price for the meal.  Committee members will attempt to get 5 – 6 hogs donated for a hog roast.  They will also use their gaming license to do 50/50 raffles during this event.  Steve will also contract with a band for that evening.  The VFW will keep all liquor sale proceeds as well as they will be paid for the meals that are served.  
Frank Vaughn will contact Atterbury to see if tents would be available and try and secure 2 – 3 military vehicles to have on display at the VFW that day.

Proctor Park Committee along with this 2012 Ride Committee will need to solicit Auction Items and Sponsors for the Ride.

Maribeth will work on pricing t-shirts and patches.  She will also get pricing for fliers and newspaper advertising.  She will also check to see how many patches we have left and how many armbands we have.  She will request the use of the tables and chairs belonging to the Town for this event.
Volunteers will be needed to assist with registration and waiver paperwork from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. on the 23rd.  We would also need volunteers to help serve food and assist with the auction and any field events when we return to the VFW possibly from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
The Eagles have generously offered their facility as a back-up in the event that the VFW would sell before our June 23rd event.

Maribeth will approach the New Whiteland Town Council to request that Tracy Road be closed for approximately one hour so that the motorcycle riders can stop and walk through Proctor Park before ending the ride at the VFW.  Scott Henson is contacting Johnson County REMC to request 2 bucket trucks that would suspend a large American Flag across Tracy Road in the vicinity of Proctor Park for the cyclists to drive beneath as the arrive at Proctor Park.

The committee has contacts with email newsletters and District and Regional office holders for A.B.A.T.E., Eagle Riders, American Legion Riders, VFW Riders and the Patriot Guard.  We have 4 months to advertise, solicit sponsors and donations and get ready for what we believe will be a huge event.  Our last ride had more than 200 motorcycles and we hope to double that (or more) on the FINAL RIDE.

It will be a team effort and we will need everyone’s help and support.  We should be able to confirm the date by the end of the week.  Cross your fingers and say a prayer.  This could be amazing!

Next Meeting
The next meeting date and time will be determined once the June 23rd date is confirmed.
Being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,
Maribeth Alspach
