NEW WHITELAND PLAN COMMISSION
MAY 27, 2014
6:30 pm

Scott Alspach began the May meeting at 7:21 pm.  Member present were Scott, Jeff Weaver, Frank Vaughn, Wendell Johnson, Frank Telakowicz and John Schilawski.  Marshall Walker was not in attendance.  Zoning Administrator, Tim Guyer was present.  Attorney, Lee Robbins was not in attendance. 

MINUTES:
Frank Telakowicz motioned to accept the previous meetings minutes, which were from August 2013.  John seconded the motion.  Vote was 6 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
I gave them information on all permits issued from March through May 2014.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
CHAIRMAN:
Frank nominated Scott for Chairman.  Jeff seconded the motion.
Jeff moved to close the nominations.  Wendell Johnson seconded the motion.
Vote was 6 affirmative for Scott Alspach to serve as Chairman for the Plan Commission.
VICE CHAIRMAN:
John motioned for Jeff Weaver to be Vice Chairman for 2014. Scott seconded the motion.  John moved to close the nominations.  Jeff seconded the motion.  Vote was 6 affirmative for Jeff Weaver to be Vice Chairman.

OLD BUSINESS:
None

NEW BUSINESS:
I asked the board if they would be willing to change the requirement for certified letters on variances.  As it stands, we require variance petitioners to send certified letters to the surrounding property owners.  Each certified letter costs $6.49 and there are usually around 15- 20 surrounding property owners to notify.  

I would like to see us accept “Certificate Mailing” which is the same thing as a certified letter without a return receipt.  The Certificate Mailing is much less expensive than a certified letter.  I believe it costs .44 cents per each address plus .49 cents postage for each letter.  So the difference they will be saving is around $5.56 times the number of surrounding owners.

John motioned to accept “Certificate Mailing” with variances.  Jeff seconded the motion.  Vote was 6 affirmative.

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS:
Town Manager, Terry Spencer was in the audience and stated he would like to update some of the Town’s Construction Standards.

a) Comprehensive Plan: On page 54 about manholes.  Present all of it at one time and have a minimum of 24” openings.

b) Shade trees planted by developers in the 5’ of ROW of street.  Terry would like to change that to have no trees to be planted between the curb and the sidewalk.  The trees buckle the road and buckle the sidewalks as well as present a problem for snowplow mirrors, trash truck windshields and school buses. Members agreed.

Terry stated that he will take a look at the street standards but so far does not see any necessary changes.

SUBDIVISION CONTROL ORDINANCE:
Terry would like to see some sanitary changes.  Scott advices Terry to put these changes in writing and get with Lee Robbins so they can compare and look at it at the next Plan Commission meeting.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
No comments or questions.  Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm

							Respectfully submitted:

___________________________		Cindy Yates
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