New Whiteland Plan Commission
May 22, 2012
7:00 pm

Scott began the meeting at 7:00 pm.  Members present were Scott Alspach, Rudy Reading, Jeff Weaver, Marshall Walker and Jack West.  Terry Spencer was absent.  Tim Guyer and Lee Robbins were in attendance.

MINUTES:
Jeff Weaver motioned to approve the minutes from the last meeting which was August 2011.  Marshall seconded the motion.  Vote was 5 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:
The members looked over the permits that were issued in March and April.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
CHAIRMAN:
Scott Alspach stated that Terry Spencer  could not be here tonight and that Terry cannot serve as Chairman due to his work schedule. Rudy nominated Scott for Chairman.  Jeff Weaver seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.
CO-CHAIRMAN:
Scott nominated Jack West as Co-Chairman.  Jeff seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

APPROVAL OF BY-LAWS:
No action taken, Attorney Lee Robbins states it is not necessary to approve the same By-Laws each year.

OLD BUSINESS:
There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS:
SECOND CHANCE and SELECTION OF ENGINEER:
Tim Guyer states that Dan Coyle, owner of Second Chance wants to build a pole barn, which is going to be a decent size building.  A building that size will need a state release and drainage calculations.

The town currently does not have an engineering firm to review drainage calculations on building projects.  Maribeth got quotes and credentials from two different engineering firms and the Plan Commission needs to choose one.  Jeff Weaver states the City of Greenwood uses Commonwealth Engineering and has been satisfied with them.   Lee Robbins states that Commonwealth does good work. Lee suggested asking Commonwealth to give us an estimate and not to exceed a certain amount, so they have boundaries.  Jeff Weaver motioned to consult with Commonwealth Engineering for review of drainage calculations.  Marshall seconded the motion.  Vote was 5 affirmative.  Tim Guyer states Second Chance needs to submit blueprints for the building, he is waiting on a set of drawings.

SUBWAY:
Tim Guyer states that approximately six to seven months ago he met with the Patels, who are the owners of the Subway in Whiteland at the Silver Express strip mall.  They want to move from that location and build a building of their own with a drive thru service.   
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SUBWAY: (continued)
The location they have in mind is the Ron Norley property, which is just north of the previous "Kelsay Florist."  All Tim could tell the Patels  is that the property is zoned properly for a restaurant. They gave Tim a sketch drawing which is nothing more than an idea at this point and nothing else.  I stated that Jr. Patrick told me that the Patel's have purchased the Ron Norley property, it is theirs now.  Jr. Patrick went to an attorney's office and signed over a drainage easement.  

Scott Alspach mentions that it is a low area.  It was mentioned that there is a retaining pond back there, or there used to be.  Tim Guyer asked the board if they have any concerns to relay to the Patel's.  Lee states with nothing before the board, it is just hearsay at this time.   It was stated that the lot will need to be paved.

AUTO TINT EXPRESS:
Auto Tint Express is the window tinting company located next to the Shell Bigfoot on Tracy Road. Tim Guyer explained how the owner of this business never obtained any building permit for all the signs he has displayed for years.  Tim stated the property is zoned commercial and the owner, Paul Parramore has been residing at the business.  Tim issued a correction notice on March 27th 2012. At that time Tim cited him on signs that he did not have permits for, and for residing at a GB2 commercial zoned property.  In the correction notice Tim gave Paul 10 days to correct the violation and find another residency.  Paul Parramore wrote a letter to the town stating he would greatly appreciate if Tim could give him until between May 7th and May 14th to find another place to live. Tim realized that it could be difficult finding new residency within 10 days so Tim worked with him and gave him until May 14th.

Tonight, Tim Guyer states he has called Auto Tint Express to follow-up on Paul's residency but could not get an answer. He finally got an answer when he called today. Tim states he spoke with Kirk Parramore, Paul's brother, on the way to the meeting tonight. I stated that I also called and received no answer until today.  I spoke with Kirk Parramore and told him I was inquiring about Paul's residency.  Kirk stated that his brother no longer lives at 1000 U.S. 31 South, which is the business  address, and he helped him move out of state.  Earlier today Officer Speer and myself inspected the Auto Tint Express shop where Paul had been living.  We were satisfied that he is no longer residing at the business.

Tim Guyer stated that as of right now the violation has been corrected, and the building signs have been permitted.  Marshall Walker asked if the business was still operational.  The answer was yes.

Kirk Parramore states that he didn't understand why Johnson County Sheriff's Department and Paul's parole officer didn't have a problem with Paul living at the Auto Tint Express business.  Kirk stated that Paul had lived there for nine years. Scott Alspach states that the Sheriff's Department has nothing to do with the town's ordinances.

Kirk continued to say that Indiana was a kinder and nicer place for Paul to live, after he got out of incarceration.  He lived with Kirk and his family for two years until they had children.  As for the business, Kirk states that he is running the business now plus his own business.  He spoke about other businesses in other areas. 
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AUTO TINT EXPRESS (continued)
Kirk asked who writes these sign ordinances and is there any way we can have some lightening on these restrictions.  Scott asked for clarification.  Kirk stated that he had to pay a fee just to have the sign looked at, a sign that you drive by every day.  Another $105.00 fee just to have the sign up there and he wants to know if these other businesses have to have a permit for all the signs they have displayed.  Kirk stated that his brother Paul was telling him, that one of the ordinances was that part of the year you could use a sign for so many days.  Kirk continued, he just doesn't know who comes up with that kind stuff.  Is it based on the political stuff where they get there signs out.   What do you base that stuff on?  Like homeowners signs, there out, everywhere.  Every weekend they can put them out Friday evening and pick them up Monday morning, why can't we do that?

Scott and Lee both answered, "they can't do that."  Lee stated they are doing it unlawfully and in a lot of cases, those signs get collected and deposited somewhere, where they can come and get them back.   Lee continued to say that some of what the problem is, is there are other property owners who are violating the ordinance and not getting caught as quickly as we would like for that to happen.

Kirk asked if there is any kind of commission system?  Lee Robbins replied that if Kirk would like to have a sign plan, that he would want to have on a sustained basis. . . . . Kirk interrupted to say that he just wants to put one or two signs out on the weekend.  Lee stated that he cannot do that temporarily. Kirk said, okay.  Lee said he thinks that the town would never adopt an ordinance to allow that.  Lee states if he wants to come to the Board of Zoning Appeals with a sign plan, and ask the Board of Zoning appeals for a variance, so he can have signage on his property in a way that is a violation of the ordinance, but they would say is permitted, that is a way that he could get it.  But you would have to stay committed to whatever plan you presented if that variance were granted.  Lee stated that Kirk does not have the option of deciding to put a sign out in the yard one day, and then a sign up in the air the next day and that sort of stuff.  If Kirk wants to do more than the ordinance allows, that is the way to go about it procedurally.

Kirk Parramore states that there was a light pole that was already there, has been there for twenty years, it got knocked down in a storm/someone hit it with a car. His brother actually got a hernia from it and had to have an operation because he lifted it out of the street or whatever.  Kirk asked that if he gets that fixed, and has a pole put up and has a light on it, because he is not allowed to have a sign at the corner, because Shell won't allow it.  Kirk Parramore asked "am I allowed to use that pole that was already existing before the storm and before someone hit it and put a sign on that, high enough up so where it doesn't visible impair . . .like . . . if I get it approved?  Lee answered that if he gets it approved, he can do anything he wants, but you're not going to be able to put it up just because the pole is there, you are entitled under the ordinance to have one business identification sign.  And if Paul wants to do more than that, he has to come ask for a variance to be granted to allow him to do more.  

Tim Guyer states that he believes the existing signage on the building right now is really close to the square footage he is allowed.  So no more signage would be allowed without a variance.  Kirk says he has bay doors and  he would like to have a sign on each door. Lee states that the Board of Zoning Appeals would have to say that you could do that.  Scott Alspach states the ordinance only allows so 
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AUTO TINT EXPRESS (continued)
much signage per square feet, any more than that, you would have to come and get a variance for that as well.  Kirk asked how difficult of a process is it or is it a process that can be changed?
Lee states that the ordinance could be changed but he doesn't think there is any motivation on the part of the Plan Commission or the Town Council to do that.  Kirk said, okay.  Lee said the Plan Commission and Town Council has made a conscience effort  to try and tighten that up quite a bit and do better at enforcing it, so that things do look a little bit more orderly.

There was some discussion about window signs.  Kirk asks if Shell Bigfoot presented a plan for all their signage.   Once again Lee stated to Kirk Parramore, if Mr. Parramore wants to do something more than what the ordinance allows, he will need to file a variance. Lee continued and told Mr. Parramore if he wants to complain about something that someone else is doing, then complain.  The Town is all for businesses, in a way that is fair.  You've been told what the procedure is.  Scott asked if there was anything else?  Nothing.

The members talked about the private companies that set the signs out on the weekends for home builders.  Lee stated: "there was a time where the Town thought, if we keep removing the signs, at some point they will quit displaying them.  They are willingly, purposefully and intentionally breaking the ordinance. They do it all over the state, and all over the country."  Jack West is in favor of issuing fines when these companies knowingly violate the sign ordinance.

Lee stated the fines are in place, it is a matter of the time that it is being done, that we cite them and know who it is that actually displayed the signs, so we can cite the right person.  That is hard to do.  It is an ongoing problem everywhere.

Jeff Weaver states that in Greenwood, they have paid staff that goes out and enforces the sign ordinances.   People complain about these signs all the time.

Kirk Parramore asked who adopts the ordinances, you guys? Lee answered; the Town Council and that he can come and complain to them, if he wishes to do so.  Scott Alspach states he believes the Council has no desire to change the sign ordinance.

Kirk Parramore kept stating he wasn't there to complain, yet he kept complaining.  Lee stated "discussion about signs and the ordinances have been going on for about ten years.  This has been an ongoing subject that people complain about and the Town has adopted ordinances to address it, you show up in ten minutes and you want to know how in the world did all this happen.  And if you don't like it, come to the Town Council and complain. It is your prerogative.  This has been evolving over time, no one just arbitrarily made up some sign rules."

Kirk Parramore stated that he is trying to see if there are other options.  Kirk thinks the sign ordinances should pertain to days during the week, and that the Town should be lenient on the weekends.  Lee Robbins stated to Mr. Parramore, if you want to advocate that, you are welcome to advocate it.  Scott 
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AUTO TINT EXPRESS (continued)
Alspach states to Mr. Parramore the next Town Council meeting is June 5th, if he wishes to attend and present something, the Council would listen to him at that time.  


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
There was nothing from the audience.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm.



							Respectfully submitted:


__________________________				Cindy Yates
Approved By:						Recording Secretary



















