NEW WHITELAND PLAN COMMISSION
MAY 24, 2011
7:00 pm
Co-Chairman, Terry Spencer began the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer, Rudy Reading and Jeff Weaver.  Chairman, Steve Hickman was absent.  Attorney, Lee Robbins and Zoning Administrator, Tim Guyer were both in attendance.
MINUTES:
Rudy motioned to accept the minutes to the previous meeting.  Jeff seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:
There were two reports, one for April and one for May because there was no meeting in April.  In April there were four permits issued, total of $15,700.00. There were ten permits issued in May for a total of $478,100.00.  Arbor Homes is building in Hilltop Farms.

NEW BUSINESS			MARSHALL WALKER
Scott Alspach motions to send a favorable recommendation to the Town Council to appoint Marshall Walker to the Plan Commission.  Jeff seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

HOME OCCUPATION SIGNAGE:		19 RYPMA ROW  /  CHILDCARE BUSINESS
I explained how one neighbor is complaining about another neighbors sign in their yard.  Nina Shinkle resides at 19 Rypma and runs a daycare from her home.  She had originally placed a large banner over her garage door and placed a smaller sign in her front yard. Lou Batey, the next door neighbor is complaining.  

 I wrote Mrs. Shinkle a letter asking her to remove all signage.  She removed the banner.  Scott Alspach said the sign that is still displayed shows that her daycare is at a LEVEL 4, which translates into a high quality day care, which is a good thing.  He doesn't see what the problem is. I commented that the sign is by the tree and blends in with the landscaping.

Mr. John Batey was in attendance and states that in Table B for permitted uses, a daycare is not a permitted use in a residential zoned area.

Lee Robbins states that childcare centers are governed by the state. Lee researched the zoning ordinances.  The Town's 1989 Zoning Ordinances predates the state statute that restrictions on daycare facilities are unlawful.

Mr. Batey states that signage is his issue, not that there is a daycare.  He wants everyone to follow the rules or he fears the town will lose control.

Lee Robbins states that the zoning ordinance needs to be updated to follow the state statute for daycare signs.
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NEW BUSINESS
TREE BRANCHES STICKING OUT INTO STREET:
Terry has a question about who is responsible for trees out by the street that have branches sticking out.  They cause a problem for vehicles and school buses.  And a danger to children in those school buses. I replied that the Town notifies the homeowner, if they don't cut them back, the town does.  Lee states the Public Works Department makes the decision if they are that bad.  We are allowed to cut them back for public safety.

Rudy motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Jeff seconded the motion.  The May meeting adjourned at 7:27 pm.


							Respectfully submitted:



_______________________________________		Cindy Yates
Approved By:						Recording Secretary


