NEW WHITELAND PLAN COMMISSION
MARCH 22, 2011
PUBLIC HEARING
7:00 PM
Chairman, Steve Hickman called the March meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were Steve Hickman, Scott Alspach, Terry Spencer, Rudy Reading and Jeff Weaver.  Also in attendance was Lee Robbins and Tim Guyer.

MINUTES:
Terry motioned to accept the minutes to the previous meeting as presented.  Rudy seconded the motion.  Vote was 5 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:
Three building permits were issued this month, total of $18,400.00.

OLD BUSINESS:
There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS:	TRUCK DRIVER INSTITUTE
In order for Truck Drivers Institute to operate on the previous Lee's RV property, on US 31, the Town is proposing to amend Zoning section 6-100 and revise Table A.  Lee Robbins states that the purpose for the Public Hearing is to propose adding schools to the official schedule of uses.  

Steve Hickman opened the Public Hearing.   Lee classified this new addition as "Vocational Schools, Commercial Driving Schools and/or Training and Trade Schools."  This new addition of vocational schools would be permitted under a GB2 zoning only.

Lee stated that the Public Hearing enables the Plan Commission to take action tonight, or postpone the matter to another meeting.  If the Plan Commission is inclined to the addition, they would send a favorable recommendation to the Town Council and they would ultimately adopt the amendment.

Tom Hruban with TDI is present and is ready to give a power point presentation.  Lee explained that the presentation would not be necessary or appropriate at this time.  The Plan Commission is only here tonight to consider amending  the zoning ordinance and it's permitted uses.  Lee wants to make very clear that any action taken tonight does not grant permission for a specific use.  Lee states again that this amendment does not give TDI the green light on the project.  Under the development standards there are fencing regulations, rules on how many parking spaces are required, also signage and lighting will need to be addressed.  There are traffic and road issues to be considered.  The Plan Commission is only to consider the use to be added to Table A.
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TRUCK DRIVER INSTITUTE (continued). . . . .
REMONSTRATOR:  Ted Beam resides at 1012 Ashland Avenue and is opposed to TDI at that location.  Mr. Beam works in Indianapolis and has to deal with this EVERY DAY !  The traffic congestion is tremendous.  There are inexperienced truck drivers driving 53 ft tractor/trailers.  The trucks go slow, which slows down traffic, cars don't get through the traffic lights because of these big trucks and it is very frustrating to other drivers.  Mr. Beam does local deliveries and is on the road a lot.  He feels that this type of business should be in a rural area not in the city limits.

Tom Hruban states that TDI will train within a 50 mile radius, on an approved truck route, the drivers will have to learn.  Someone asked, who approves these routes.  Tom replied that the State of Indiana approves the routes.  Scott Alspach would like to see the routes before amending the zoning ordinance, because this will affect Greenwood and Franklin.

Some discussion about Special Exceptions and this matter going before the Board of Zoning Appeals, for another review.  Steve Hickman asked if anyone had any questions.  Tom Hruban asked how long this process could take.   Lee replied, by the last Tuesday in April, you could request a Special Exception from the BZA.  Tom Hurban replied, "that won't work."  Steve Hickman closed the Public Hearing.

Steve states there are several concerns and this matter will require some additional thought.  An impact study would be a good idea and to look at the weight limits on bridges and so forth.  Scott worries about affecting Greenwood and Franklin.  Terry Spencer is in favor of all three uses being added to Table A.  Scott is not in favor without talking to Greenwood and Franklin first.  Jeff Weaver has talked to several people and no one wants TDI at that location.  Jeff asked people and received no favorable response from anyone.

Lee states again that any further consideration could take up to 60 days or longer.

Terry Spencer motioned to send a favorable recommendation to the Town Council to amend the zoning ordinance to include Vocation Schools in a GB2 classification.  Rudy seconded the motion.  The vote was Terry and Rudy for the amendment and Scott, Jeff and Steve against the amendment.

Petition to amend the ordinance has been defeated by the vote.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:    Nothing

Terry motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Scott seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.


							Respectfully submitted:


_________________________________		Cindy Yates
Approved By:						Recording Secretary
