NEW WHITELAND PLAN COMMISSION
JANUARY 26th, 2010
7:00 pm

Steve Hickman began the meeting at 7:06 p.m.  Members present were Rudy Reading, Scott Alspach, Jim Lasiter and Steve Hickman.  Member Terry Spencer was absent.  Member Laura Hammons has missed too many meetings and is no longer on the board.  Attorney, Lee Robbins and Zoning Administrator, Tim Guyer were in attendance.

MINUTES:
Scott motioned to approve the meeting minutes from the October 2009 meeting.  Rudy seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

BY-LAWS:
Scott motioned to accept the By-Laws.   Jim Lasiter seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
CHAIRMAN:
Scott Alspach nominated Steve Hickman for Chairman.  Jim Lasiter seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

Co-CHAIRMAN:
Jim Lasiter nominated Scott Alspach for Co-Chairman.  Rudy seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
There were two building permits issued in the month of December 2009.  And no permits issued in January 2010.

OLD BUSINESS:
GRACEPOINT CHURCH/DRAINAGE ISSUE AND PROPOSED PARKING LOT:
Jim Lasiter stated that he has met with Donna Smithers and Rick Campbell earlier, and Donna agreed to come up with a couple of alternative plans.  Donna was unable to meet with Jim this week, so she sent an associate of hers, and he met with Jim.  They have a solution on the parking lot that is stone right now, and they are wanting to pave it.  Gracepoint needed to come up with a preliminary storm drainage design before paving.   The first one did not meet our ordinances on the amount of flow that it released.
 Donna came up with this actually being dropped by 4” and then they are going to curve the outside and sort of use the parking lot as retention. And if they do that, calculations are in here.  But it’s like they miss 4 hundreds of a cubic foot per hour.  On the ten year and on the hundred year, they meet our ordinance well below it, so I think with the existing for the two years, .71 – that’s what is there and what our ordinance is.  The proposed will be a 1, so it’s like 3/10’s.  At the ten years,  3/11 and have it at 295.  The hundred years, .73 and they’re going to have it at 64.  So we’re really going to help the issue a little bit there.  That’s not a lot when you’re talking 100 years, because there’s going to be other problems there that already existed.  
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GRACEPOINT CHURCH (continued)
There is no way they can have any future growth without creating a retention pond in the back corner.  
Donna also did an alternative plan for the future.

And then they’ll run a pipe.  The only issue is that this retention pond is so far back in the corner, and it’s the only place on the property they would be 
able to put it, because the water from this area basically goes straight back.  The pond is off to the north west corner and according to the surface area, determines how big that pond will need to be.  But definitely anything up past this parking lot is going to need retention.  And Donna said they can make this pipe come all the way back south, then go between two houses.  We have an easement now that their sump drain, water main and their sanitary goes between those two houses.  Well there’s a storm to the north house there, she can tie into that storm.  The only issue is that storm pipe from that side of Mooreland over to the corner of Woodland and Mooreland, the pipe is going up a little bit.  So there is plenty of drop on the Woodland side of Mooreland’s storm sewer that they would have to dig up the street and make it to where they can lower this pipe like a foot and a half now.  In current ordinances they have to be 3-4 feet.   But it’s a foot and a half, well she can drop that to 2 ½ feet and that will make them have enough fall.  So the next issue is going to be big for them.  The street will have to be tore up and that pipe changed.

Jim stated that he agrees this will work, it’s the best scenario that the church and the Town has to help take care of some of these problems back there.  

Scott Alspach asked “So that part that they are paving, which direction is that flow going to go, toward the front?”  Jim Lasiter replied, “The flow was designed, there’s a hump right here, just before the parking lot that goes this way, and it sounds bad to make the parking lot do retention because you could have 8” of rain water that people would have to walk through.  Now on a ten year plan and on a 100 year flood, their front parking lot floods almost to the building on the 100 year scale.  But that was the retention that was designed because everything is so flat around here.”

For future growth, there has to be a retention pond.  Jim states that Gracepoint Church needs to get a plan to Tim Guyer showing the curb, but this is good enough tonight, they won’t be able to pave until March anyway.

Jim Lasiter motioned to approve the drainage and acknowledge that Gracepoint Church met their deadline.  Steve seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.  Jim mentions one more time for Rick Campbell to get something from Donna Smithers to Tim showing elevations.

APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF ZONING:
The Plan Commission took action and appointed Steve Hickman to the Board of Zoning Appeals.
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ORDINANCE 2121 – MAKING ZONING VIOLATIONS A COMMON NUSIANCE:
Lee Robbins stated that the Town Council had a discussion a few months ago about trying to enforce violations in the town,  that consist of conditions on properties or uses of properties.  In our Town Code, we have a section on nuisances, our police department can enforce ordinances that are part of our Town Code.  But under the zoning ordinances, a violation is to be enforced by the Plan Commission, and they appointed Tim Guyer to serve in that function.  What’s happening is that a lot of the problems that people complain about are violations of the zoning ordinance, not necessarily a violation of the Town Code, and we talked about if there is a way to authorize the police to actually enforce the zoning ordinances.  

Lee continued that an easy way to do this is to include in the zoning ordinance a provision that any violation of the zoning ordinance is deemed to be a common nuisance.  Then it falls under common nuisance under the Town Code and the police then have authority to enforce it.  

The police department is here all the time , and it is easier for the police to keep up on these complaints during the day than for Tim to keep up with them during the evening hours, since Tim has a limited time that he is in Town.  People will take more seriously the threat of enforcement by a uniformed officer, than they will someone else.     Police Chief, Ed Stephenson is okay with this arrangement.


Lee distributed a copy of ordinance 2121, an amendment of the zoning ordinance.  If you are inclined to pass this, Lee said he would  schedule a public hearing for the February meeting.  After that it will be forwarded to the Town Council in March and should have the police enforcing them by the end of March.  


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Nothing.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.


							Respectfully submitted:


___________________________________		Cindy Yates
Approved By:						Recording Secretary
