NEW WHITELAND PLAN COMMISSION

MAY 26, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Chairman Steve Hickman opened the May meeting at 7:07 p.m.  Members present were Rudy Reading, Laura Hammons, Steve Hickman and Scott Alspach.  Attorney Lee Robbins and Zoning Administrator Tim Guyer were also in attendance.  Members Lasiter and Spencer were absent.
MINUTES:

Member Alspach moved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.  Member Reading seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Seven building permits were issued totaling $136,274.00.  Zoning Administrator Guyer makes one correction; the building permit for Hardee’s is for a new front entrance to the building and a sign.

OLD BUSINESS:
Signs:

Chairman Hinkle asks if the other members were able to look at the ordinance and find anything addressing the removal of signage when a business closes.  This item is tabled until the June 23rd meeting.

American Pie Pizza Sign Violation:

Attorney Robbins distributes copies of a letter that he mailed to Mr. Robinson today.  Mr. Robinson must remove the sign and pay the $500.00 fine.  If Attorney Robbins has not heard from Mr. Robinson in a week he will site the violation into court.  As this is the second violation the fine will not be waived.

Chairman Hinkle notes that J D Byrider has been placing several of their signs in the right-of-way areas.  Hinkle states that they have been removed but he is concerned they will put out more.  He also notes that the window tinting business at US 31 & Tracy Road is also placing signs in the right-of-way.  Zoning Administrator Guyer states they have been tagged for the violation in the past.  Now they put them out after 5:00 or on the weekends.
RV Parking Violation:

1101 Warwick had parked a RV in their front yard.  The vehicle was not plated but that has been corrected.  The owner was notified of the violations by the Zoning Administrator, the Attorney and the Police Department.  Steve Cullingford, a neighbor states that the vehicle has now been moved to the driveway.  He notes that this piece of property has the RV and two (2) utility trailers which is a violation of the ordinance.  The smaller trailer does not have plates.  When the RV was parked in the front yard it blocked one neighbors view when trying to back out of their driveway.  Mr. Cullingford is 
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concerned about how allowing people to park vehicles in their yards will affect property values in the neighborhoods.  More discussion follows on the safety hazard issues of 

allowing these type vehicles to be parked beside or behind a structure in the event of a fire.  This item is to be placed on the June 23rd agenda.  Plan Commission members are asked to bring suggestions for amending the ordinance to restrict or prohibit parking in yards.
Gracepoint Church 330 Whiteland Road:
Rick Campbell, representing Gracepoint Church, presents a drawing of the proposed parking lot with arrows showing the direction the water flows and some elevations.  He does not have drainage calculations.  Campbell notes that Donna Smithers of Northpoint will be preparing those drawings.  Campbell adds that they are in the process of accepting bids for the asphalt work now.  Campbell has spoken with Dennis Capozzi of Whiteland who will be contacting Ms. Smithers with some concerns on the proposed drainage.  Chairman Hinkle advises Mr. Campbell that the Pastor from the church and Steve Welch have committed to having the paving completed this October.  Mr. Campbell will submit the drainage calculations before the June 23rd meeting.  The drawings will need to be reviewed by the Town’s engineer and approved prior to any permits being issued.  Attorney Robbins asks if the run off from the parking lot will drain into a public drain.  Mr. Campbell states it will not.  Zoning Administrator Guyer asks that the drainage calculations be submitted as soon as possible so that our engineer has time to review them.  This item will be placed on the June 23rd agenda.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Chairman Hinkle opens the public hearing at 7:35 p.m.  The purpose of the hearing is to consider an amendment to the current zoning ordinance relating to pre-existing nonconforming uses.  As the current ordinance is written some of the older homes in town would be unable to rebuild if their home were to be damaged or destroyed in excess of 51% and comply with our ordinance due to either minimum square footage or set back requirements.  This amendment would allow the home to be rebuilt exactly as it was prior to the event causing the damage or destruction.  The structure would still have to adhere to all building and fire codes.  Attorney Robbins distributes copies of the proposed Ordinance and a Resolution and explains both.  Chairman Hinkle asks if there are any questions or comments from the public.  Being none, the public hearing is closed at 7:41 p.m.  Member Alspach moves to send a favorable recommendation to the Town Council to approve the amendment and is seconded by Member Hammons.  Vote is 4 affirmative.  This item is to be placed on the June 2nd Town Council meeting.
Temporary Signs Amendment:

Attorney Robbins will prepare the public notice and the ordinance for the June meeting.  The language in the ordinance will be amended to read 60 consecutive days.
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NEW BUSINESS:

None.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

None.

Being no other business Member Reading moves to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 p.m.  Member Hinkle seconds the motion.  Vote is 4 affirmative.







Respectfully submitted:







_____________________________







Maribeth Alspach, Clerk-Treasurer

________________________________

Approved By:

