NEW WHITELAND BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
FEBRUARY 26, 2013

6:30 pm

Jeff Weaver began the February meeting at 6:36 pm.  Members present were Jeff Weaver, Rudy Reading, Dennis Combs and Richard Burton.  Chip Sturgeon is no longer on the BZA, he did not submit a letter to be re-appointed.  Therefore there is now a vacancy on the board.  Attorney, Lee Robbins and Zoning Administrator, Tim Guyer were both in attendance.

MINUTES:  
Rudy Reading motioned to approve the minutes as presented from the October 2012 BZA meeting.  Richard seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
CHAIRMAN:
Dennis Combs motioned to elect Jeff Weaver as Chairman for 2013.  Richard seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

CO-CHAIRMAN:
Jeff motioned for Dennis Combs to be the co-chairman.  Richard seconded the vote.  Vote was 4 affirmative.

OLD BUSINESS:
JOHN LUCAS		
FATHEAD FABRICATION BUSINESS			6 MONTH VARIANCE HAS EXPIRED
John Lucas is requesting an additional six (6) months extension on his variance for the Fathead Fabrication business.

John states that he understands the board's apprehension and he appreciates the six months that the board gave him to get his business up and running.  John has launched an on-line store and service site.  On the fabrication side of the business, he has done work for Cummins Engine, Rolls Royce and General Motors.  He has made some welder carts and brought carts into OHSA compliance.

John Lucas states that he has low overhead now, but he is looking for another location.  They have almost outgrown the current location.  He currently has one full time employee and three part time employees.  They have no more room to expand at the current address.

John states that noise was a concern at the last meeting.  John tries not to work during Doctor Claudy's business hours.  John researched the local ordinances on allowed decibels for noise.
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FATHEAD FABRICATION BUSINESS  (continued)

New Whiteland doesn't have anything except 30' from the source of the noise.  John looked at Whiteland's rules on noise, since Doctor Claudy's business is in Whiteland.  John's is in New Whiteland.

John states that the highway noise alone is between 65-75 decibels.  John has been as accommodating as he possibly can, in trying to be a good neighbor to Dr. Claudy. Everything that John has done at this business has been way under the legal threshold of the decibels.

John Lucas has contacted a bank and is putting a business plan together, so that he can transition out of his current location.

Dr. Claudy is still concerned about any possibility of auto repair and sales and the engine noise.  Dr. Claudy sked John what vehicles did he test?  John replied that he tested a Mitsubishi, four charge cylinder 6' from the tailpipe and it was 88-90 decibels.  By the doctor's office door, the decibels were 85-88 decibels.  Dr. Claudy is worried about the Lucas property being zoned to Industrial.  The doctor wants to be protected in the future, as to what could come onto that property.

Lee answered Dr. Claudy that the zoning is not changing.  There is no petition to have that property zoned to anything different.  A rezoning of property can't  happen without Dr. Claudy being notified and the Plan Commission is the ones to re-zone property.  This variance is only for the Fathead Fabrication business.

Richard Burton asked Dr. Claudy if he is okay for now with the business being located right next to his Optometry business.  The Fathead Fabrication  business is not getting any larger.
Doctor Claudy answered yes.

Jeff Weaver asked John Lucas if the doctor can call John when there is a noise problem?  John is fine with that, he wants to make this work for both parties involved.

Jeff Weaver motioned to grant a six (6) month extension on the variance for Fathead Fabrication. Subject to the existing conditions and can be extended at the end of these next six (6) months.   The existing conditions are:

	a)	Keep business indoors.
	b)	Comply with the Town's noise ordinance
	c)	Review the variance in another six months, this is extended by the board without 		further notice to surrounding property owners.
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FATHEAD FABRICATION BUSINESS (continued)

d)	Do not become an auto repair shop.
e)	Work with your neighbors and keep them happy.


The board asked Mr. Lucas when he thought he would have the business relocated.  John replied that he cannot project that far into the future, depending on finding another location, financing the new location, etc. . . John estimates that he may need an additional 2-3 months after the six month extension given tonight.  

The board asked John to continue to be careful, cautious and courteous of Dr. Claudy and the noise from this fabrication business. The six month extension expires in August and the board will meet again on August 27th 2013.

Rudy motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Dennis seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 affirmative.  Meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.


						Respectfully submitted:


_________________________		Cindy Yates
Approved By:					Recording Secretary


